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NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF CHARITIES AND 
CORRECTION. 



We have received from Mr. W. T. Cross, Chicago, the following 
comprehensive announcement of the forthcoming conference of 
Charities and Correction which is to be held at Indianapolis, through- 
out the week of May 10 to 17. One of the most noteworthy features 
of this Conference from the point of view of the readers of this Journal 
and of the organization we represent, is the attention that is being 
given in its program to the discussion of various problems that fall 
within the criminologist's sphere. Not only so but the names of 
participants in the Conference published in the advance program are 
satisfactory proof that the questions will be discussed from a high 
plane. The application of scientific method in our field steadily 
increases the tangibility of our problems. (Ed.) 



The scientific bias of recent thinking on the crime problem runs 
throughout the program of the forty-third annual meeting of the 
National Conference of Charities and Correction which is to occur 
at Indianapolis May 10-17. Detection and apprehension of subtle, 
elusive forces that make for social maladjustment seem to be the 
watchwords. 

This ferreting-out method is not confined to the division on cor- 
rections, of which Dr. Katharine Bement Davis is chairman. It 
appears in the section on the family and the community, in Dr. Lee 
K. Frankel's study of the relationships of insurance to dependency 
and again in a symposium on effective record keeping. It comes out 
again in the division of Superintendent E. R. Johnstone, of the Vine- 
land, New Jersey Training School for the Feeble-Minded, where 
the function of the psychopathic hospital is to be played up and where 
more light is to be thrown on the difficult distinction between feeble- 
minded and merely backward children. Dr. J. N. Hurty of the In- 
diana State Board of Health uses this approach in a discussion that 
has been arranged, of the relationship of sickness to crime, insanity 
and poverty. 

The detective method appears under the head of inebriety, when 
Arthur Hunter of the New York Life Insurance Company speaks on 
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the relationship of alcohol to mortality and longevity, and Director 
Phillip B.Newcomb, of the Osawatomie, Kansas, hospital for the insane 
reports upon the relationship of alcoholism to mental instability. 
The same characterization holds true for other divisions of this eight 
days' meeting on public and private charities, on unemployment and 
on the promotion of social programs. This year's National Con- 
ference shows great willingness to fence off small areas of the social 
problem and study them intensively. 

The committee on corrections, under Dr. Davis' guidance, has 
arranged a program on the study and treatment of lawbreakers cal- 
culated to reveal or emphasize, among others, these four important 
factors: the effects of prison life on character, the psychopathic 
basis of crime, policemen and policewomen as adjuncts of the modern 
scientific treatment and prevention of crime, and the growing move- 
ment to establish farm colonies for petty criminals on short sentences. 

The division on public and private charities, under the direction 
of Secretary H. H. Shirer, of the Ohio Board of State Charities, will 
conduct five discussions that bear immediately on public policy — an 
unusually timely symposium. A sixth meeting, on libraries in insti- 
tutions, is the outcome of a feeling that has been welling up among 
progressive librarians, that institution workers have been neglecting 
this branch of the service. This discussion of library work also is an 
example of the way the old-time and often overlooked problems 
of institution administration may be warmed up and made attractive. 
The main effect of Mr. Shirer's program, however, is in the direction 
of public policy in relief work and in the maintenance and supervision 
of institutions. 

The series of discussions under the title, "Children" is the outcome 
of a strong feeling manifested at recent meetings of the conference 
in favor of a thoroughgoing examination of the relation of the public 
school to child welfare programs and agencies. Miss Julia C. Lathrop 
and her committee have devoted their meetings exclusively to this 
subject, from dietary supervision to juvenile courts. The scheme 
is unique. Seldom, if ever before, has the children's division devoted 
itself entirely to one aspect of its work. The result will doubtless be 
an outstanding service to both schools nnd welfare organizations. 

The Conference has this year struck out along a new line in the 
creation of a division on the promotion of social programs. Com- 
munity programs are not uncommon now in several departments of 
welfare work. The gospel of co-operation is beginning to be preached 
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in season and out of season. But a common focus and an equilibrium 
for these various measures is lacking, — as is likewise a mutual under- 
standing about the " wherewithall " of financial support. Mr. Graham 
Romeyn Taylor and his committee, through a series of leading 
addresses that cannot avoid being popular, expect to break ground in 
this new field. 

The Conference will open the evening of May 10 with the presi- 
dent's address by Father Francis H. Gavisk, a member of the Indiana 
board of state charities, followed by a description of war relief methods 
by Ernest P. Bicknell, civilian director of the American Red Cross. 
More than 2600 delegates registered at last year's National Confer- 
ence. Great as it was in every respect, the Indianapolis meeting is 
expected to take us a long stage farther in working out a compre- 
hensive national program of social betterment. 



